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There was a mosquito who lived 
in a pet shop. Did he believe  
he could be a pet? Oh yes!  

It was only bad salesmanship that stopped 
him from finding an owner. So he went on a 
quest for one. Mosquitos are best if you need 
a bloodthirsty, ferocious animal to guard you. 
Or if you need a nanny to sing lullabies to your 
baby. Or… hm, why didn’t it go well?
And when the mosquito did meet someone, 
could it really go wrong because of one single 
mistake? 
 
Or can the melody of friendship be sustained 
even if you do go off tune? And turn into a real 
symphony for mosquito and orchestra?

Sweet Pet Mosquito 
Author: Zornitsa Hristova
Artist: Yassen Grigorov

Pages 36, size 27x27 cm

Pages 28,

size 11х16,5 cm

Charming and simple,  
this little book takes you into 
the fast-paced and happily 
exhausting day in the life of 
a dog person.

The invigorating rhymes bounce back and 
forth, taking the reader in their swirl of joy 
and playful, warm companionship. You 
might try this little book before you get your 
child the long-awaited pet – it surely does 
state truthfully what it takes to have a dog. 
Or you might simply want one for yourself – 
to revel in the pleasure of sharing the little 
things that are so precious to you.

(Do) I Want a Dog
Author: Vesela Genova 
Artist: Anelia Pashova

Ages

4-9

Ages

4-9



It’s no fun being an outsider, but it’s even worse 
when the local bullies are after you. Running 
from them, Mitko is saved by a girl who cannot 
hear his pleas for help but can understand his 
gestures. Little by little, he learns her language 
and starts savouring their time together. And 
when the other local kids join them, the secret 
language becomes a weapon that can help 
them fight back against thе bullies.

The illustrations include actual sign 
language for the young reader to practice 
and learn.

The Silent Forest
Author: Slavi Stoev
Artist:  Ina Hristova

Pages 52, size 18x24 cm

Ages

7-14

Pages 24, size 11,5x17,3 cm

Ages

7-14

You might be a legendary 
genius and still be plagued by 
the problem of underpants. 

Or so proves the story of Michelangelo – 
from The Last Judgement to Queen Victoria’s 
reaction to the statue of David. But what if 
we could edit all of world’s art to her taste? 
Invited to draw pants on world masterpieces 
from Miron to Rodin, the reader is then faced 
with the artists’ protest and their explanation 
why those panties are ruining their paintings. 
Why indeed?

This humorous little book is a cooperation 
between Tochitza Publishers and  
the Kazanluk Art Gallery.

Put Some Pants
on These Paintings!
Author: Zornitsa Hristova
Artist: Siyana Zaharieva 



It might be hard to talk unironically about 
souls today. But there is still something 
about the… content of our bodies that is 
central to how we think about ourselves. 
Little magic realist stories about various 
people’s relationships with their souls.

A sister book to Theloginarium, the book
of bodies.

Content
Author and artist: Yassen Grigorov A book about absence that is minimalist 

and poetic but also extremely precise in its 
description of living with emptiness and 
longing and the desire to make up for what 
is lost. As the book never names what is 
absent, it always reads as if it was written 
about you – about a feeling, or a person,  
a younger self, a muse, a hope – whatever  
it may be that feels lost.

The book is also, mercifully,  
a map for that thing to come back.

Since You’ve Been Gone
Author: Albena Todorova 
Artist: Mila Yaneva-Tabakova

Pages 40, size 16x23 cm

It might be hard to talk unironically about 
souls today. But there is still something about 
the… content of our bodies that is central 
to how we think about ourselves. Little 
magic realist stories about various people’s 
relationships with their souls.

Content
Author and artist: Yassen Grigorov

Pages 36, size 11х16 cm

Adult 
reader

Adult 
reader

A sister book to Theloginarium, 
the book of bodies.



In 2019, Tochitza started A New Line, a series  
of illustrated books for grown-up readers.  
The first book in the series is Yassen Grigorov’s 
Teloginarium – a collection of mini-stories on  
the thin edge between the metaphorical and  
the surreal. Yassen Grigorov takes the language 
we use to talk about psychological states – 
like someone being “dry” – and uses it to create 
fantastic fables that have the rhythm and power 
of myths. And though all sound larger than life,
it is the last one that is truly mythical – about  
one person meeting another.

This is a book about the power and beauty of 
what is unsaid. A book about the inner world 
that is always bigger than words. And the 
wonder of being heard.

Rights sold to Italy, France, Poland, 
Turkey and Russi

When I Want to Keep 
Silent
Author: Zornitsa Hristova
Artist: Kiril Zlatkov

Teloginarium
Author and artist: Yassen Grigorov 

Milena Valnarova’s illustrations for 
Toon Tellegen’s The Essence of the Elephant 
showcase the deep sensitivity of her conceptual 
style. Stepping into the book’s psychological 
universe of frustration and empathy, the artist 
created drawings that clearly say what it means 
to tie oneself in knots, to try to be someone else, 
or to reach out to someone. 

The Essence
of the Elephant 
Artist: Milena Valnarova

Pages 32, size 21x23,5 cmWinner of the National Hristo G. Danov Award 2015

The book was shortlisted for the Peroto 
National Award in Prose.

Pages 42,

size 10,5х15 cm

Ages

5/105

Adult 
reader

Pages 144,

size 13х20 cm

Ages

5/105



Based on an idea in Gianni Rodari’s famous 
Gramática de la fantasía – a tool for 
encouraging children to speak, write and 
invent their way through the world. There, 
the Italian writer suggests making cards 
using Vladimir Propp’s functions of the fairy 
tale. The basic ingredients every good story 
would have. And that’s exactly what we did.  
We invited kids to play with the hero,  
the villain, the helper, the false hero,
the trickster, the task...
And then we added a board to illustrate 
story structure – and to give children an 
easy tool for making up their storyline.  

The game also includes two booklets – 
one with instructions on playing and 
instructions on editing your story, and one 
with additional creative writing games for 
young storytellers.

The STORYMAKER
Author: Zornitsa Hristova, artist: Miglena Papazova

Ages

5/105

Box size 21,5x16x5 cm



This is a book about finding a sense 
of home in the faces of strangers. 
It’s about other people’s stories as 
they brush with our own.

My Sofia and Other Folks
Artist: Vyara Boyadjieva

Ages

5/105

Pages 60, size 19x24 cm

The stories you overhear as you sit 
across someone in the park, or on the 
bus, the stories you see in a gesture, in 
a facial expression, in a leek peeking 
from a bag on wheels. This is a book of 
sketches – some literally included as 
pages from her actual notebook, others 
blossoming into colorful pictures but 
retaining their emotional drive.

Full of curiosity, and trust, and warmth. 



White Ravens Award / 2022

When I see blue, I turn into 
a cloud. And only when 
an airplane flows through 
me, then will I return to my 
original form. When I see red, 
I become a house. And only 
when a fat lady hangs her 
washing on the balcony of my 
second floor, then will I return 
to my original form.

Nine colours, nine transformations, nine 
invitations to feel free and fill up the world 
with your imagination. An invitation to feel 
the exhilarating opportunities to enjoy 
the world in its many shapes and colours 
by Bologna prize-winning artist Yassen 
Grigorov.

If I Was a Colour
Author and artist: Yassen Grigorov 

What is old and venerable but whimsical 
and playful? Yes, traditional English nursery 
rhymes. Yassen Grigorov does justice to this 
double character of the little memorable 
poems. His pictures look spontaneous and 
playful, with a great sense of humour and a 
choice of materials that would be available 
to a child: pen and pencil, and a few felt-tip 
markers. Yet the format of the book, the pale 
ochre background and the masterful lines are 
a nod to tradition and a lesson in artistry.

How Many Strawberries
Grow in the Sea 
Translation: Prof. Alexander Shurbanov
Artist: Yassen Grigorov

Ages

4+

Pages 252, size 12,5x17 cm

Ages

4+

Pages 40, size 11x21,8 cm



Once upon a time... 

... the moon became a bird, and perched on 
a window to eat the crumbs left by a little 
boy. Once upon a time, all foods decided  
to run away from the kitchen, just like the 
little Gingerbread man. Once upon a time, 
there was a hungry little goat who grazed 
the rays of the sun and they couldn’t grow 
long. And there was a rain tree. And a 
forgotten chestnut that grew and grew until 
there was a chestnut tree in Dad’s pocket.

20 short stories, like 20 seeds that have just 
started sprouting.

Would you hire an elephant? 

A humorous account of an unemployed 
elephant’s adventures in the real world, this 
book takes the reader on a light-hearted 
journey from strawberry picking or call 
centers to being paid breadcrumbs or finally 
finding what you’re good at. 

Anna Georgieva’s warm illustrations 
contributed to making the character viral 
on the Bulgarian internet, with many 
professionals (from tailor to Antarctic 
explorer or chocolate maker) offering to 
take the young elephant as a fictional 
„intern“. 

Julietto Seeks a Job 
Author Julia Rone, artist: Anna Georgieva

Pages 32, size 21x21 cm

Short Tales to Finish in 
Your Dreams
Author Zornitsa Hristova
Artist: Miglena Papazova

Pages 40, size 14x14 cm

Russian and Macedonian rights sold

Ages

5+

Ages

4+



Pages 68, size 20x28 cm

It‘s a small world. No, it‘s a tiny world full  
of adventure. Mr. Blueberry is a minuscule 
poker-faced character who goes through 
fantastic adventures after falling in the river.
We cannot resist this loveable character that 
goes through an incredible string of adventures 
without once losing his composure!  
The miniscule Mr. Blueberry can fall into the river, 
lose his name, rescue the very girl who could 
teach him how to cook snake eggs, be attacked 
by robbers... but he‘s never particularly surprised! 
The story takes place in a tiny world that would 
charm readers of any age.

Mr. Blueberry‘s Travels 
on Land and Water
Author: Sotir Gelev, artist: Penko Gelev

National Hristo G. Danov Award 2021 Pages 72, size 21,5x28,5 cm

Ages

9-14

If your dog could choose a profession,  
what would he be? This is a gentle and funny 
book that makes you think about character, 
vocation, and the importance of choosing a 
job that comes naturally.

Dog’s Work
Author and artist Anelia Pashova

Can we play with poetry? Yes! Unable to 
summon the required admiration for a poem, 
a sparrow is instead drawn into all sorts 
of adventures that have their own rhyme – 
and rhythm – and metaphor. A wild chase 
through the city streets brings out the playful, 
exuberant side of poetic form.

The Eagle, the Sparrow 
and the Eaves
Author: Zornitsa Hristova, artist: Anna Tsocheva

Union of Bulgarian Artists Award
for Best Comic Book of the Year

Ages

6+

Ages

6-9



The extraordinary story 
of a small boy who dreamt 
of learning to draw horses... 

... then ended up fighting in the Russian civil 
war, fleeing his country on a ship from the 
Crimea, then becoming the best-known 
children’s illustrator in his new country, 
Bulgaria. A warm, personal narrative that 
also speaks about what art can do – help 
us visualize our dreams, create a safe place 
for our thoughts, bring new friends and help 
people share a vision. About half of the page 
spreads have special spots for interacting 
with the young reader, involving him/her in 
various games of art and imagination.

Vadim Lazarkevich
Author: Zornitsa Hristova 
Artist: Miglena Papazova

Ages

9-14

Pages 72, size 22x24 cm

Peroto Award 2021

A little boy lives in an ugly part 
of town – people say there’s 
nothing to love about it. 

But the boy is there, and everybody loves 
him. And he is an expert at finding things 
to love. He’s also very good at dreaming 
up what could happen if he had a friend 
in the building just across the little stretch 
of land, and they had a ropeline to pass toys 
through the air, or lianas that went from 
window to window, and if there are monkeys 
and tigers walking on the lianas, and a 
friendly dragon to help if the tigers became 
too unpredictable. But our architecture has 
also been part of a dream… that went wrong 
because there were people in it, and people 
are more unpredictable than tigers.

Block No4
Author: Zornitsa Hristova, artist: Youlian Tabakov

Pages 32, size 21x29 cm

Ages

9-12



Pages 56, size 21x21 cm

How can you get your Dad 
to buy you an ice-cream?

Well, there’s a whole science to it. First, you 
need some solid logic (that should be your 
cone), then some ethics (cream and other 
stuff that’s good for you), and the emotion 
of language and imagery (that would be 
the flavour). Tips and tricks to build strong 
arguments in good taste!

Pages 48, size 18х24 cm

Ice-Cream Rhetorics
Author: Zornitsa Hristova
Artist: Alya Markova

Ages

9-14

Ages

7-10

Cheerful rhymes introduce tricks and tips to 
master the times table. An imaginary castle 
full of treasures, the end of the reign of 2 as a 
new child is born, a monster admiring himself 
in the mirror, or a big dancing ball as the 
numbers get their O-shaped dresses. Practice 
pages for the kids to try their new skills. 

Times and Rhymes
Author: Zornitsa Hristova
Artist: Miglena Papazova

A card game to learn the multiplication table. 
Each card is a beautifully illustrated multiplication 
problem; the player who has the biggest result 
wins. Can be played at different levels of 
multiplication proficiency, with or without a
times table.

Playtimes
Artist: Miglena Papazova

Box size, 7х10x3 cm

Russian rights sold



Where is green to be seen? 

In the city, if you know how to look for it. 
Urban gardening, the wonders of living 
nature, and learning to care are brought 
together in an irreverent and playful 
coming-of-age story. How to appear 
badass while planting bulbs? Get digging 
on Halloween. How to make neighbours 
keep the street clean? Scare them with 
some black magic ads. Some urban beasts, 
like love and lice, also make an appearance. 

Two city boys explore the 
countryside – liberating hens, 
fighting in the nettlefields 
facing immovable cows; 
and getting to try the different 
tastes of rural life. 

Vividly illustrated recipes, rare and 
authentic but also tasty and easy enough 
for kids to reproduce. Plus, instructions on 
how to get rich with a bowl of cherries, and 
how to make scary onion teeth. Based on  
an actual journey undertaken by two kids 
(who are co-authors of the book). 

A Taste of Places
Authors: Dessislava Dimitrova,  
Dara Varadinova, Anna Bodakova, 
Zornitsa Hristova, artist: Alya Markova

Pages 72, size 21x21 cm

Urban Gеography
Authors: Dessislava Dimitrova, 
Zornitsa Hristova, artist: Siyana Zaharieva

Ages

9-14

Pages 72, size 21x21 cm

Ages

9-14

Russian and Serbian rights sold

National Hristo G. Danov Award 
for Best Children’s Book of the Year 2014

White Ravens Award / 2017



What if insects were to vote 
on the usefulness of humans?  

The mosquitoes, at least, should have 
something nice to say. And what if we 
could ask prehistoric clay animals if there 
really was a matriarchy once upon a time? 
Perhaps they can teach us a thing or two 
about hypotheses. The second part of 
our museum guide takes us on journeys 
from West Africa to Bulgarian villages, 
from pilgrimages to the Holy lands to the 
trenches of war. All the while accompanied 
by the comical characters giving the series 
its distinctive dynamics. With instructions 
for making a DIY museum at home!

An illustrated guide to the museums 
and galleries of Sofia, with comic-book 
characters interacting with the objects, 
themed “tours” guided by imaginary 
characters related to the exhibition 
(Ganesh presenting Indian art, Hercules 
presenting the Classical collection of the 
Archaeological Museum while discussing 
superheroes old and new, a deinotherium 
talking about the ancient world, etc.) Real  
scientists and inventors join the imaginary 
guide in giving the readers a memorable 
one-liner to take from their trip, and 
engaging them with activities to continue 
the journey into the everyday world.

A Day at the Museum 
Authors: Todor Petev, Zornitsa Hristova 
Artist: Siyana Zaharieva 

Ages

7-14

Pages 64, size 22x29 cm

Another Day
at the Museum 
Authors: Todor Petev, Zornitsa Hristova 
Artist: Siyana Zaharieva 

Pages 68, size 22x29 cm

Ages

7-14

Golden Lion Award
for Best Publishing Project of 2021



20 fairy tales written by 
children and illustrated by  
12 young artists.

A kitten falls from the sky but is later 
abducted by aliens; a king is searching for 
a magic snail; children in the forest of the 
unborn play cards to choose the best parents. 

How to wash your teeth in the Middle Ages, 
what clothes would make you popular, how 
to make a round Byzantine chessboard, why 
your neighbour believes in the stork-camel, 
why was Medieval medicine so weird, and 
who was Cinderella’s grandmother. Different 
aspects of everyday life and the Medieval 
mindset in the Byzantine Empire, Medieval 
Bulgaria and Serbia, carefully researched 
and lightly narrated, with step-by-step 
instructions for hands-on activities. 

Medieval Vacation: 
Dos and Don’ts
Authors: Ivo Cholakov, Zornitsa Hristova

Pages 84, size 21x21 cm

My Book of Stories

Ages

9-14

Pages 56,

size 12,5x18 cm

Ages

9-14

Winner of the Bronze Lion Award
for Best Children’s Book of 2012

Ages

9-14

Pages 72, size 21x21 cm

A short guide to teaching creative writing 
for children through games and interactive 
activities, with special emphasis on 
character development.

Playing Aloud
Author: Zornitsa Hristova
Cover design: Miglena Papazova



A silent book based on a poem by Atanas 
Dalchev about a walled-in balcony: 
beautiful with birds drinking rainwater 
from the stone vases, providing shelter for 
two tramps in the rain… but completely 
unnoticed by the owners who have no idea 
their house had a balcony. A parable about
expanding horizons.

Italian rights sold

The King and the Rain by award-winning 
illustrator Kiril Zlatkov uses the picture book 
format to speak to people of any age. It is a 
story about human warmth and solidarity in 
times of hopelessness. 
Done in grisaille and reminiscent of Tarkovsky, 
it uses the language of myth to confront 
modern feelings of anxiety.

The King and the Rain
Author: Zornitsa Hristova
Artist: Kiril Zlatkov

Pages 66, size 19x26 cm

The Balcony
Artist: Kalina Muhova

Pages 40, size 18x27 cm

Ages

5/105

Ages

5/105



AUTHORS AND ARTISTS

Miglena Papazova

Miglena Papazova is a graphic designer and freelance illustrator. She is a graduate 
of the Academy of Arts in Sofia. She has worked on books like Short Tales to Finish 
in Your Dreams (Tochitza, 2018), Times and Rhymes (Tochitza, 2018), Boy or Guinea 
Pig (Marmot, 2023). Illustrator of the new edition of The Storyteller game (Tochitza, 
2023). Illustrates news articles for the children’s media vijte.bg. 

Vyara Boyadjieva 

Vyara Boyadjieva graduated in Illustration and Comics at the Academy of Arts in 
Bologna and specialized in Children’s Illustration at the Cambridge School of Art. 
She has published four books, of which two are her original project. In 2020 she was 
runner-up for the Student Illustrator of the Year award by the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London. 

Julia Rone

Julia Rone is a Cambridge research fellow and political science professor. 
When she is not researching protest movements or how to regulate Google and 
Amazon, she indulges her interest in elephants and world literature. 

Yassen Grigorov

Yassen Grigorov is a graduate of the Le Nille Academy in Angouleme and the 
Academy of Applied Arts in Geneve and the Academy of Arts in Sofia. In Geneve  
he worked for La Joie de Lire, creating dozens of books and winning various awards 
(Оctogone, Bologna Ragazzi Special Mention , Bourse d’aide à l’Illustrarion de l’Etat 
de Geneve, etc.) He is currently living in Bulgaria, working as a film director in various 
genres and illustrating children’s books that have also brought him various awards.

Zornitsa Hristova

Zornitsa Hristova is a writer, translator and editor of a children’s news website. 
She believes in being sensitive to your audience – but also not afraid to take them 
on a journey. She studied at the University of Sofia and University of Oxford before 
co-founding Tochitza Publishers. Laureate of several national awards, incl. Hristo G. 
Danov, Peroto and the Golden Lion.



AUTHORS AND ARTISTS

Siyana Zaharieva

Siyana Zaharieva is a freelance illustrator and graphic designer living in Sofia. 
She has taken part in international exhibitions such as the Biennial of Illustration 
in Bratislava or The Golden Pen in Belgrade, and she was shortlisted in the Epicase 
competition for art and illustration in South Korea. One of her books for Tochitza, 
Urban Geography, was a White Raven 2017, and in 2021 A Day at the Museum won 
Golden Lion for Best Publishing Project. 

Тodor Petev 

Тodor Petev is a museologist and a professor of art history at the New Bulgarian 
University. When he is not teaching, Todor is equally attracted by natural and cultural 
treasures. Ever since he was a child, he has been collecting pebbles, flowers and seeds, 
pieces of old machinery, ceramics and books that constantly whisper questions and tell 
him stories. A long time ago he graduated from the University of Princeton, and now he 
continues to learn curiosity from several generations of children in Bulgaria.

Milena Valnarova

Milena Valnarova is a graphic designer who sometimes draws in her free time and is 
lucky enough to work with beautiful people to design beautiful books. Laureate of 
the Golden Brush Award at the Plovdiv Reads Festival, 2022. Born and working in Sofia.

Kiril Zlatkov

Kiril Zlatkov is a creator of pictures, books, fonts, posters and a number of less 
important things. A graduate of the Academy of Art in Sofia, Kiril has various awards 
for his work in poster art, book design and illustration. He travels the world but he 
loves mostly Greece, Italy, and France, believing he used to live there in his previous 
lives. Somewhere by the sea. 

Alya Markova

Alya Markova is an illustrator dividing her time between Bulgaria and Spain. In 2009 
she created the blog Cartoon Cooking, creating her signature style. Her first book, 
“Recetas & Viñetas” was a collaboration between her and the Spanish cook Juan Posuelo. 
She went on to work with Ediciones SM, Anaya, Oxford Univerity Press, Edelvives,El País, 
The Report Company, etc. Her work for Tochitza Publishers, A Taste of Place, won the 
Hristo G. Danov award. In 2023 the recipes from her blog were published in book form, 
placing her among the winners of the  Gourmand World Cookbook Awards 2023. 



AUTHORS AND ARTISTS

Sotir Gelev

Sotir Gelev has been a factory worker, a soldier, a comic book artist, a graphic 
designer, SFX creator, and film script writer; he’s directed two feature films and 
two feature animation films, he’s produced films and television series. He’s written 
several books for children and he’s illustrated some of them.

Anelia Pashova

Anelia Pashova’s head is full of all kinds of animals, and certainly loads of dogs! 
She is the author of the book Dog’s Work (2017), the card set Dog Kingdom (2021) 
and other books and creations. She loves the feeling of adventure, whether it means 
strolling in the woods with her dog or losing herself in books. 

Youlian Tabakov

Youlian Tabakov is a visual artist, theatre designer and children’s book illustrator. 
Starting in the 1990s, he has illustrated over 10 picture books and has created set 
and costume designs for over 60 theatre and film productions. His conceptual visual 
art projects have attracted wide critical acclaim. Laureate of the Golden Age Award 
(2011), the S. Dohanos Award by the Society of Illustrators, New York City (2017), 
as well as various film awards for his documentary film Tzvetanka, part of the 
official program of Doc Fortnight MoMA’s international nonfiction film festival. 

Anna Tzocheva

Anna Tzocheva is an animator, comic book illustrator and storyteller. In 2011 
she created the Manga Academy where she still teaches comics illustration. Her 
comic book “The Eagle, the Sparrow and the Eaves” won the yearly award of the 
Comics Section of the Union of Bulgarian Artists. Anna is part of the animation teams 
of projects like “The Golden Apple”, “I, Elvis Riboldi”, “Unicorn Warriors Eternal”, etc.

Penko Gelev

Penko Gelev has been an elementary teacher, a publisher and an editor of a comics 
magazine. He’s created 24 graphic novels, he’s illustrated books for children and 
adults, and he has received national awards for illustration - Konstantin Konstantinov 
in 2014 and Peroto in 2016. Artist and script writer of various animation and feature 
films as well as the producer of feature films, animation and television films and 
series.



AUTHORS AND ARTISTS

Mila Yaneva-Tabakova 

Mila Yaneva-Tabakova studied Books and Print Graphics at the National Academy of 
Arts in Sofia and Comics and Illustration in Brussels. She works as a freelance illustrator, 
comic book artist and book designer on various solo or collaborative projects, some 
of which are related to social campaigns or children’s education. Her original works 
include “Souvenirs” (self-published, 2020) and “On the Way” (self-published, 2021) 
and the picture book “The First Five” (One Book Bookstore, 2022).

Albena Todorova 

Albena Todorova is a poet who works as a venture investor. She has published 
three books of poetry and is currently working on the fourth. Two of her books were 
special mentions for the Ivan Nikolov Poetry Award. 

Ina Hristova

Ina Hristova graduated from the Academy of Art in Sofia and specialized in Escola 
Massana and Escola Uotija in Spain. She is currently taking her MA in Children’s 
Literature at the University of Zaragoza, Spain. She lives and works in Jalapa, Mexico, 
where she teaches illustration and coordinates Estudio Lapis. She is the art director 
and illustrator of Buboleche Publishers. She works for various publishers in Spain, 
Mexico and Bulgaria. Laureate of the Junceda and Flic Festival awards. Longlisted 
for the Bologna Illustrators’ Exhibition in 2022 and 2023.

Kalina Muhova

Kalina Muhova is a Bulgarian illustrator and comics artist living in Italy. Her first solo 
project, Diana Sottosopra (Canicola, 2019) was a BRAW special mention.  Her works 
include: “Sofia dell’Oceano” (Tunué, 2018, written by Marco Nucci), “The Balcony” 
(Tochitza, 2018) , “Scuza”, “Grazie”(Rulez, 2021) and the story collection “Fuori Casa” 
(Maledizioni, 2023). She teaches creative writing and comics at the Nueva Academia 
del Belli Arti in Rome. Her latest book is the authobiographical graphic novel 
“Odio l’Estate” (Rulez, 2023).



AUTHORS AND ARTISTS



ABOUT US

What’s in a name?

Tochitza means “dot”. As in that lively, sprightly character from 
Erich Kastner’s novel, Dot and Anton!
As in the dots sprinkled across the night sky. As in the dots we sow 
in the ground, dots that sprout. And as in that lovely children’s game 
of “connecting the dots” – when a picture appears and the world 
starts making more sense. 
That’s what children’s books do, too – they help the world make 
better sense while honoring our need for play and beauty.

Who are we?

Tochitza was started by a poet, Marin Bodakov, and two literary 
translators, Zornitsa Hristova and Valentina Boyadjieva. So we 
naturally gravitate towards books that are poetic and books that 
build bridges – between cultures, between ideas, between children 
and any place their minds might like to wander. But Tochitza is also 
the wonderful authors and artists we work with, each creating his 
or her own universe and expanding the endless possibilities of the 
children’s book as a creative medium. We strive to make our books 
creative, artistically perfect, and most of all meaningful.
And we’re constantly in touch with our audience through workshops, 
readings, and other interactive formats to make sure that we provide 
what is really timely and needed.

You can reach us at:

Zornitsa Bodakova
tochitza@gmail.com

+359887006540
www.tochitza.com 
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